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40th Annual AAAS Conference 

“American Utopias” 

November 8-10, 2013 

Schloss Leopoldskron, Salzburg 

 

Conference Program 
 

FRIDAY, November 8 

 

14:00-16:00 Meierhof Registration 

Coffee Break 

14:30-15:30 McGown Room Board Meeting 

16:00-17:00 Parker Hall Conference Opening (Ralph Poole, AAAS President) 

Welcoming Remarks (Sylvia Hahn, Vice Rector of 

International Relations and Communication,  

Univ. Salzburg) 

40th Anniversary of AAAS (Dorothea Steiner,  

Univ. Salzburg) 

Fulbright Prize 2013 (Silvia Schultermandl,  

AAAS Vice President) 

17:15-18:15 Parker Hall KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Jaap Verheul (Univ. Utrecht) 

The Utopian Persuasion: America as Model for Futurity 

CHAIR: Hanna Wallinger 

18:30-20:30 Marble Hall Dinner 

20:30 Great Hall Reception 
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SATURDAY, November 9 

 

09:00-10:15 Parker Hall KEYNOTE LECTURE 

José Esteban Muñoz (Tisch School of Arts, NYU),  

The Utopian Impulse in Queer Politics and Culture 

CHAIR: Ralph Poole 

10:15-10:45 Great Hall Coffee Break, Registration (Meierhof) 

10:45-12:15  WORKSHOP PANEL 1 

 Seminar Room 1 African American Utopias: Women’s Voices 

CHAIR: Hanna Wallinger 

 Seminar Room 2 Eco(dys)topias 

CHAIR: Silvia Schultermandl 

 Seminar Room 3 Early American Utopias 

CHAIR: Jeanne C. Holland 

12:30-14:00 Marble Hall Lunch 

14:00-16:00  WORKSHOP PANEL 2 

 Seminar Room 1 Utopias in Popular Media 

CHAIR: Saskia Fürst 

 

 

Seminar Room 2 Apocalypse Please! Ecological Visions of Utopia and 

Dystopia 

CHAIR: Georg Drennig 

 Seminar Room 3 Moving towards Dystopia? 

CHAIR: Joshua Parker 

16:00-16:30 Great Hall Coffee Break 

16:30-18:00 Parker Hall AAAS General Meeting 

18:30-20:30 Marble Hall Dinner 

20:30 Great Hall READING 

Franz Kabelka: “State 52” aus Die Muschel: Geschichten 

von Reisen und Zeitreisen 

INTRODUCTION: Christopher F. Laferl (Vice Dean, 

Faculty of Cultural and Social Sciences, Univ. Salzburg) 
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SUNDAY, November 10 
 

09:30-10:30  WORKSHOP PANEL 3 

 Seminar Room 1 Corporate Utopias 

CHAIR: Reinhold Wagnleitner 

 Seminar Room 2 Discussions on Utopian Communities 

CHAIR: Dorothea Steiner 

10:30-11:00 Great Hall Coffee Break 

11:00-12:30  WORKSHOP PANEL 4 

 Seminar Room 1 African American Utopias: Men’s Voices 

CHAIR: Ralph Poole 

 Seminar Room 2 Transnational Utopian Connections 

CHAIR: Stefan Brandt 

 Seminar Room 3 Utopia and Social Change 

CHAIR: Marie-Claude Perrin-Chenour 

12:30 Marble Hall Lunch 

Conference Closing 

Meeting of New Board 
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DETAILED WORKSHOP PROGRAM 

 

SATURDAY, November 9 

10:45-12:15  WORKSHOP PANEL 1 

 Seminar Room 1 African American Utopias: Women’s Voices 

 

CHAIR: Hanna Wallinger (Univ. Salzburg) 

 

Florian Bast (Univ. Leipzig), “Your Body Has Made a 

Different Choice”: Biologism as an Ideology in Octavia 

Butler’s Dawn 

 

Saskia Fürst (Univ. Salzburg), The Utopian Matriarchy of 

Willow Springs in Gloria Naylor’s Mama Day 

 

Svetlana Seibel (Univ. Saarland), “Erotic Visionaries and 

Revolutionaries”: Vampirism as a Utopian State in 

African American Women’s Fiction 

 

 Seminar Room 2 Eco(dys)topias 

 

CHAIR: Silvia Schultermandl (Univ. Graz) 

 

Yvonne Kaisinger (Univ. Salzburg), Desire for a Better 

Life: From Silent Spring to Kaitiakitanga Pasifika 

 

Klaus Rieser (Univ. Graz), Utopia, Insularity and Nature 

in Some Recent Films 

 

Alexa Weik von Mossner (Univ. Klagenfurt), American 

Eco(dys)topias and the Future of Ecological Citizenship 
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 Seminar Room 3 Early American Utopias 

 

CHAIR: Jeanne C. Holland (Univ. Salzburg) 

 

Mario Klarer (Univ. Innsbruck), Barbary Coast Captivity 

Accounts as Anti-Utopia 

 

Tobias Auböck (Univ. Innsbruck), Barbary Coast 

Captivity Narratives 

 

Robert Spindler (Univ. Innsbruck), 17th Century 

Captivity Narratives and the Puritans’ Utopian Vision of 

the New World 

 

14:00-16:00  WORKSHOP PANEL 2 

 Seminar Room 1 Utopias in Popular Media 

 

CHAIR: Saskia Fürst (Univ. Salzburg) 

 

Marcel Hartwig (Univ. Siegen), Paranoia, Exploitation, 

and Post-9/11 American Utopias in Sleeper Cell and 

Homeland 

 

Cornelia Klecker (Univ. Innsbruck), Narrating Utopia in 

Film: A Case Study 

 

Johannes Mahlknecht (Univ. Innsbruck), The Real 

America as Hollywood Utopia – Filming Locations and 

Film Tourism 

 

Christian Stenico (Univ. Innsbruck), 3D-Technology – 

Cinema’s Utopia or Dystopia? 
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Seminar Room 2 Apocalypse Please! Ecological Visions of Utopia and 

Dystopia 

 

CHAIR: Georg Drennig (Univ. Duisburg-Essen) 

 

Georg Drennig (Univ. Duisburg-Essen), Rainbow 

Warriors in Lotusland: The Ambivalent Rhetorics of 

Early Greenpeace 

 

Judith Kohlenberger (Univ. Vienna), Only the Future 

Survives: Natural Disaster vs. Ecological Utopia in 

Roland Emmerich’s The Day After Tomorrow 

 

Mario Rader (Univ. Graz), “Is My Life Worth a Whole 

Species?” Jonathan Franzen’s Freedom and the 

Metamodern Eco-Novel 

 

 Seminar Room 3 Moving towards Dystopia? 

 

CHAIR: Joshua Parker (Univ. Salzburg) 

 

J. Jesse Ramírez (Yale University), Utopia versus 

Apocalypse; or, Negative Utopia: Toward a Genre 

History and Poetics 

 

Damian Podleśny (Teacher Training College in  

Bielsko-Biała), Utopias Turned Sour: A Study of Philip K. 

Dick’s Anti-Utopian Fictions 

 

Miriam H. Auer (Univ. Klagenfurt), There Will Come Soft 

Rains: The Intermedially Referenced Foreshadowing of 

Postapocalyptic Dystopias in Videogames and Songs 

 

Erwin Feyersinger (Univ. Innsbruck), Utopia, Just an 

Invention Away: Technophilia in the U.S. 
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SUNDAY, November 10 

09:30-10:30  WORKSHOP PANEL 3 

 Seminar Room 1 Corporate Utopias 

 

CHAIR: Reinhold Wagnleitner (Univ. Salzburg) 

 

Heinz Tschachler (Univ. Klagenfurt), “A Sound and 

Uniform Currency”: Edgar Allan Poe’s Monetary Utopia 

 

Claudia Brühwiler (Univ. St. Gallen), From a Society of 

Second-Handers to Galt’s Gulch: Ayn Rand’s Counter-

Worlds 

 Seminar Room 2 Discussions on Utopian Communities 

 

CHAIR: Dorothea Steiner (Univ. Salzburg) 

 

Louis J. Kern (Hofstra University), “Holiness Must Go 

Before Free Love”: The Oneida Community, “Complex 

Marriage” and the “Restoration of the True Relationship 

Between the Sexes” 

 

Jeanne C. Holland (Visiting Fulbright Professor,  

Univ. Salzburg; College of Southern Nevada),  

Poison Iv(or)y Towers 

11:00-12:30  WORKSHOP PANEL 4 

 Seminar Room 1 African American Utopias: Men’s Voices 

 

CHAIR: Ralph Poole (Univ. Salzburg) 

 

Joshua Parker (Univ. Salzburg), “There Was Still Beauty 

Here”: The African-American Experience of Postwar 

Berlin 

 

Simone Puff (Univ. des Saarlandes, Univ. Klagenfurt),  

“What Better Place for Truth Than Fiction?” Utopias and 

Dystopias in Mat Johnson’s Pym 
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 Seminar Room 2 Transnational Utopian Connections 

 

CHAIR: Stefan Brandt (Univ. Graz) 

 

Astrid M. Fellner (Univ. des Saarlandes), Border 

Utopics: Literary Figurations of the U.S.-Mexican and 

the U.S.-Canadian Border 

 

Verena Laschinger (Univ. Erfurt), The Amazing Race: 

Utopia in the Age of Global Capitalism 

 

Stefan Rabitsch (Univ. Klagenfurt), “And yet, Everything 

We Do Is Usually Based on the English”: Reassessing 

Star Trek’s New Frontier Utopia for What It Really Is 

 

 Seminar Room 3 Utopia and Social Change 

 

CHAIR: Marie-Claude Perrin-Chenour (Univ. Paris Ouest 

Nanterre La Défense) 

 

Christian Quendler (Univ. Innsbruck),  

From Bawlfredonia to the Moon and Back to the New 

World: Utopia in Early American Satires 

 

Michael Draxlbauer (Univ. Wien), Blithedale Revisited: 

Hawthorne Among the Utopians 

 

Brigitte Zaugg (Université de Lorraine), Charlotte 

Perkins Gilman’s Herland: Utopia as Strategy for Social 

Change – and More 

 

 
  



 

13 

EINLADUNG ZUR GENERALVERSAMMLUNG 

 

Samstag, 9. November 2013, 16:30-18:00 

Parker Hall, Schloss Leopoldskron, Salzburg 

 

 

Tagesordnung 

 

1) Begrüßung durch den Vorsitzenden, Feststellung der Beschlussfähigkeit, 

Genehmigung der Tagesordnung 

2) Genehmigung des Protokolls der Generalversammlung 2012 

3) Bericht des Vorsitzenden 

4) Bericht des EAAS Delegierten 

5) Bericht der Kassiererin 

6) Erhöhung des Mitgliedsbeitrages 

7) Bericht der RechnungsprüferInnen 

8) Neue Mitglieder 

9) Mitgliedsaustritte und Aktualisierung der Mitgliederlisten 

10) Neuwahl EAAS-Board Member der AAAS 

11) Kooperation mit dem Lit-Verlag 

12) Entlastung des Vorstandes 

13) Tagung 2014: Graz, Stand der Vorbereitungen; Tagung 2015 

14) Wahl des neuen Vorstandes und der RechnungsprüferInnen 

15) Allfälliges 

 

 

Mit freundlichen Grüßen, 

Ralph Poole, AAAS President  
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